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More revealed about state's virus deaths 


Officials: Most of the 79 who have 
died had an underlying condition 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota’s coronavirus outbreak 
continues to prey on older residents 
and those who are already sick. 

State Department of Health offi- 
cials released for the first time 
Tuesday more epidemiological 


details of the 79 Minnesotans who 
have died of COVID-19. 

Nearly all of them, 98.5 percent, 
had some type of underlying health 
condition. The median age of those 
who’ve died is 87 years old, and 57 of 
the fatalities have been residents of 
congregate care facilities like nurs- 
ing homes and assisted living. 


State reports 9 more deaths 
Tuesday and 1,695 total cases 


“We are seeing deaths in patients 
who are older with underlying 
health conditions who are in con- 
gregate care settings,” said Kris 
Ehresmann, chief epidemiologist 
for the state. “That is where we are 
putting our energy, in terms of try- 
ing to be proactive, in reaching out 
to these facilities, offering assis- 


NY. doctors on what they wish 
they'd known a month ago > 1B 


tance, and providing training and 
guidance.” 

There are more than 90 congre- 
gate care settings with coronavirus 
exposures including 65 the state has 
identified. The others have not been 
made public because they have few- 
er than 10 residents. 

A facility is considered to have an 


outbreak if one or more resident, 
staffer or contract worker tests pos- 
itive for the virus. 

The state Department of Health 
reported nine new coronavirus 
deaths and 45 more cases Tuesday, 
bringing the state’s total cases to 
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Pandemic measures approved 


Speaker Melissa Hortman, DFL-Brooklyn Park, bangs the gavel during a session of the Minnesota House on Tuesday at the state Capitol in 


St. Paul, where lawmakers approved the fourth piece of legislation in response to the coronavirus pandemic. 
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But Republican lawmakers attempt to 
crimp the governor's emergency decree 


By Dana Ferguson 
Forum News Service 


Minnesota lawmakers on 
Tuesday ushered through the 
latest round of policy changes 
responding to the global corona- 
virus pandemic, along with an 


insulin program for low-income 
and unemployed diabetics. But 
partisan divisions emerged as 
the state entered its second 
month in a peacetime emergen- 
cy. 

Lawmakers in the politically 
divided Legislature approved a 


series of policies aimed at grant- 
ing state agencies authority to 
respond to the pandemic, allow- 
ing couples to apply for mar- 
riage licenses remotely, bump- 
ing out deadlines for 
Minnesotans to get new driver’s 
licenses and covering the cost of 
COVID-19 testing under the 
state’s Medical Assistance pro- 
gram for the uninsured. 

The bill would also boost fund- 
ing to food banks and require 


health insurance plans to cover 
telehealth services during the 
pandemic. The plan passed the 
DFL-controlled House of Repre- 
sentatives on a 103-31 vote and a 
64-3 vote in the Senate, which 
Republicans control. And Dem- 
ocratic Gov. Tim Walz was 
expected to sign it into law. 

It’s the fourth piece of legisla- 
tion lawmakers have passed in 
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Jobless 
claims 
soar in 
a month 


Racial disparities seen 
in 451K recent filings, 
double the 2019 total 


By Dane Mizutani 
dmizutani@pioneerpress.com 


As unemployment claims contin- 
ue to climb across the state, the 
downturn in the job market has dis- 
proportionately affected people of 
color. 

According to the Minnesota 
Department of Employment and 
Economic Development, roughly 
25.8 percent of people of color in the 
state’s labor force have applied for 
unemployment during the COVID- 
19 crisis compared with 12.2 percent 
of white people in the state’s labor 
force. 

Those specifics are part of new 
milestone that DEED Commission- 
er Steve Grove announced on Tues- 
day afternoon. 

“And it’s not a good milestone,” 
Grove said. “We are now up to dou- 
ble the number of applications (in 
the past month) than we received all 
of last year.” 

There have been 451,790 unem- 
ployment claims in Minnesota since 
March 16 when Gov. Tim Walz 
ordered the closure of various 
businesses to slow the spread of 
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What will be Californias next move? 


State set the tone 
on virus shutdowns, 
has relatively low 
death rate for its size 


By Thomas Fuller and Tim Arango 
New York Times 


SAN FRANCISCO — California 
has been ahead of the rest of 
America in confronting the coro- 
navirus pandemic, locking down 
its citizens early and avoiding, so 
far, the worst-case scenarios pre- 
dicted for infections and deaths. 

But as the national conversation 
begins to shift to reopening and 
President Donald Trump beats the 
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A swing set remains taped off at a park in Danville, Calif., this week. 
California’s low-density suburban sprawl and car culture may have 
contributed to its comparatively low rate of coronavirus infection. 
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Trump eases pressure on states, 
govs on reopening for business 


Fauci: We're not 
there yet, says more 
virus testing needed 


By Jill Colvin and Zeke Miller 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON President 
Donald Trump said Tuesday that 
he’s open to some states “reopen- 
ing” before federal social distanc- 
ing guidelines expire at the end of 
month, as he appeared to back off 
his claim of absolute authority to 
decide when the time was right to 
act. 

Hours after suggesting that the 
bipartisan concerns of governors 
about his assertion of power 
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would amount to an insurrection, 
Trump abruptly reversed course, 
saying he would leave it to gover- 
nors to determine the right time 
and manner to revive activity in 
their states. Trump said he would 
be speaking with governors, prob- 
ably on Thursday, to discuss his 
administration’s plans. 

“The governors are responsi- 
ble,” Trump said Tuesday. “They 
have to take charge.” 

Still, he insisted, “The governors 
will be very, very respectful of the 
presidency.” 

Meanwhile, the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention and 
the Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency have been preparing 
federal guidelines for states 
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